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106 | SHIPYARD

The 90’ diesel cruiser,

The 56° sport fish TA LO.
built in 13967 when the
shipyard was still Higgins,
is o precursor to other sport
fishing vessels launched
years later at Trinity

Angele Higgins
Trinity's New Orleans

shipyard is located on the
site of the old Higgins
shipyard, which played a
crucial role during World
War 11 with its landing craft
and navy vessels but also
built pleasure vessels; the
256" steamship Angele
Higgins, left, was the
largest vessel built at the
shipyard: Higgins also built
the 165’ custom luxury
yacht show above in 1949,

Ta Lo 56" Sport Fish

Smith and Dane plunged head first into the business, and in 1990 delivered the 97’ Leda 1o a resounding
THUD! After going through the trials of building their first luxury. motoryacht, they received no phone calls or
further requests. “You can build the best mousetrap in the world; butif nobody knows who you are, they won't
buy it," Smith says, emphasizing how important a name is in the yacht business. Undeterred, Trinity Yachts
continued and next built a 72" sportfish while doing several refits over the next few years. In 1997, Trinity
Yachts delivered the 150' Victory Lane to Fellx Sabates, an avid yachtsman. Excited by the Idea of finding
suich good quality craftsmanship from an American shipyard, Sabates was quick to help promote Trinity and
introduce his friends to the blossoming shipyard. Nevertheless, in 1999, after the shipyard delivered hull #11
(Beliini}, Trinity Industries decided to sell its yacht division. In April 2000, Dane, Smith and Sabates acquired
the company, “Once yachts became our sole focus, the company started to take flight," said Smith. Since the
budding company did not have deep pockets; spec boats were out of the question, and custom bullds were,
and still are, Trinity's focus. "We do full custom because we have a very experienced engineering department,
and we are used to sitting down with the military, asking the mission of the vessel they want built, and then
winning the contract to build it." says Smith. “Tell us what you want, and we'll do it." Trinity's engineering




